
 

 
  

 

 

A B N  2 4  7 6 5  3 5 7  4 1 5  
 

P O  B o x  6 0 6 9    G o r o k a n    N S W    2 2 6 3  

C n r .  S p a r k s  R o a d  &  A l b e r t  W a r n e r  D r i v e    W a r n e r v a l e    2 2 5 9  

T  0 2  4 3 9 3  4 1 1 1     F  0 2  4 3 9 3  4 1 3 3  

E  a d m i n @ l a k e s . n s w . e d u . a u   W  w w w . l a k e s . n s w . e d u . a u   

 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
23 March 2020 
 
 
 
 

COVID-19 Update 
 
Dear Parents and Caregivers 
 
This morning the Premier of NSW stressed that from tomorrow they are “encouraging 
parents to keep their children at home” but that schools will remain open for parents who 
have no other option. Therefore, we at Lakes Grammar also encourage you to keep your 
children at home unless you have no alternative or you work in essential services. The 
Premier also indicated that schools will move to online only learning. We have been 
preparing for online learning and are ready for this to be the mode of teaching and learning 
for all our students.  
 
Online learning 
As previous correspondence from me has indicated, students can access our online learning 
via the following link: 
 

http://intranet.lakes.nsw.edu.au/online 
 

Senior School teachers and students are using Microsoft Teams, while in Junior School the 
online platform is SeeSaw. 
 

As a consequence of online learning at school, students will not necessarily have their usual 
teacher supervising their lesson. A teacher will be present but students will be learning online 
in class. Today about one third of our students are absent. Junior School year groups will be 
collapsed into two classes per grade to enable additional online lessons to be prepared. 
Teachers will need to spend some time in ongoing planning and in continuing to roll these 
out each day, so please be patient as we do that.  
 

I ask Years 5 and 6 parents whose children will have to come to school to send them with 
an iPad or laptop if possible as this will help with having enough devices for online learning. 
Students are able to connect their device to the school WIFI by choosing the ‘Lakes’ network 
whilst at school and logging in with their current school username and password.  
 

The NSW Department of Education has provided some resources to help parents and their 
children who are at home doing online learning: 
 

https://education.nsw.gov.au/teaching-and-learning/curriculum/learning-from-home/advice-
to-parents-and-carers 
 
Communication with teachers 
The main mode of communication will continue to be email. However, teachers are very busy 
creating new lesson material for online learning so they may not be able to respond as 
quickly as usual. I ask that you refrain from emailing your child’s teachers unless really 
necessary, particularly with a lot of questions as the information you need will be given to 
you. 
 

Regarding Parent/Teacher interviews, I am aware that staff are struggling to keep up with 
the current changes. I have told staff to prioritise preparation for online activities rather than 
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respond to requests for phone interviews. We will try to catch up with parent/teacher 
feedback when things are more settled.  
 
Social distancing 
For those students who will still have to attend school, we will arrange for as much social 
distancing as is possible in a school setting. With fewer students attending this will be easier. 
Please also remind your children about the importance of this, as unfortunately, some 
students are not taking this message seriously. Also keep reinforcing the importance of 
washing hands often during the day, as we do at school. 
 

We are also practising social distancing among staff as much as possible. We may allow 
some staff to work from home and rotate this around the staff, depending on student 
numbers.  
 
Illness 
If your child has symptoms of any illness we would appreciate you keeping them home until 
the symptoms pass. This will prevent us having to call you to come and pick them up from 
school. We ask you to do this for even minor symptoms that you and we wouldn’t normally 
worry about. The health advice is still that children are the least likely to suffer from COVID-
19 but this means no-one is aware if a child has it and they could pass it on to staff, who 
would more likely become ill. 
 
Absences 
If you are keeping your child at home for the rest of term, please leave a message on the 
absentee line to let us know. However, if you have already advised the school that you will 
be keeping your child home for the remainder of the term you do not need to contact the 
school again. Your child will have been marked Online Learning for the rest of Term 1. Please 
note though if your child is sick during their time at home please advise the school so the 
records can be amended. We will still conduct a roll call each morning.   
 
Year 12 mid-course assessments 
Year 12 have started mid-course assessments this week in a number of subjects. These 
have now been switched over to Teams, commencing tomorrow. A separate email with 
instructions will be sent out today. Year 12 students will not be required to attend these 
assessments in person. If they are sick at the time of the scheduled assessment, they should 
contact the Senior School office for instructions.  
 
Businesses, etc. that have to close 
See the following NSW Government site for information about business and services 
required to close from midday today:  
 
https://preview.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/businesses-and-employees#restrictions-on-facilities 
 
If anything changes as a result of government announcements or a case of the virus at 
school, I will let you know. I thank you again for your support and for the messages of support 
we have received from a number of parents – they are much appreciated. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
Michael Hannah 
Principal 
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